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Obama Academy Mission 

Statement 
 

The Barack Obama Academy of International 

Studies is an International Baccalaureate World 

School that prepares students to become well-

rounded, globally competitive, compassionate, 

and confident, in a safe and supportive 

environment. 

 

The IB Mission Statement 

 

The International Baccalaureate aims to 

develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring 

young people who help to create a better and 

more peaceful world through intercultural 

understanding and respect. 

To this end the organization works with schools, 

governments and international organizations to 

develop challenging programmes of 

international education and rigorous 

assessment. 

These programmes encourage students across 

the world to become active, compassionate and 

lifelong learners who understand that other 

people, with their differences, can also be right. 

Assessment Philosophy 

Effective assessment plays a central role in supporting the students of the Obama Academy as they 
progress through the International Baccalaureate Middle Years and Diploma Programmes.  Fulfilling 
the Mission Statements of the Obama Academy, and the IBO, necessitates that students are able to 
gauge their progress as they “become well-rounded, globally competitive, compassionate and 
confident.”  Comprehensive assessments provide accurate information about students’ increasing skills 
and knowledge, enabling students, and their families, to address shortcomings, explore strengths, and 
maintain perspective on their progress.  Proper assessments enable teachers to evaluate the 
effectiveness of their teaching, monitor students’ development and guide future instruction.  The 
common assessment language and philosophy employed by teachers and students across the subjects 
aids in the transfer of knowledge across disciplines and helps create interdisciplinary understanding. 
 
Beyond tracking strictly academic progress, assessments, when properly administered, provide a 
framework for students, teachers and families to develop many of the skills of the IB Learner Profile. 
Assessments do more than monitor increasing Knowledge, Thinking and Inquiry skills.  The 
structure provided by assessments also enables Communication between parties about students’ 
progress and learning by providing a common point of reference and language.  Reflection is 
encouraged through formalized, contextual feedback about submitted work.  Everyone involved in the 
process must be Open-Minded so that differencing perspectives on assignments and how they were 
evaluated can be discussed.   
 
For assessments to be able to achieve these goals, students must be presented with multiple, varied 
assessment opportunities.  These opportunities must consist of authentic tasks that enable students to 



demonstrate conceptual understanding, and not be dependent on mere recall of facts or simple 
descriptions.   
 
  

Assessment Practices 
 
Summative Assessments- At the end of each unit of work, all Obama Academy students will have 

an opportunity to demonstrate what they have learned by completing a summative assessment.  

Summative assessments can take many forms.  Some possible summative assessments include, but are 

not limited to; presentations, lab reports, research papers, exams and compositions.  These summative 

assessments will require students to apply what they have been learning in authentic and novel 

situations.     

 

At the start of each new unit of work, all teachers will inform the students about their requirements for 

the final summative of the assessment for the unit. To enable students to properly prepare and help 

them to contextualize their learning throughout the unit, teachers will provide rubrics, examples and 

discuss the expectations for the assignments.   

  

Both MYP and DP summative assessments are evaluated with the programme appropriate, subject 

group specific, assessment criteria, using a “best-fit” approach.  According to the IB publication MYP: 

From Principles to Practice, in this method of evaluation, teachers “work together to establish common 

standards against which they evaluate each student’s achievement holistically.”   Often referred to as a 

“criterion-related” approach it 

 

represents a philosophy that is neither “norm-referenced” (where students must be 

compared to each other and to an expected distribution of achievement) nor 

“criterion-referenced” Where students must master all strands of specific criteria at 

lower achievement levels before they can be considered to have achieved the next level. 

 

Teachers will meet regularly to review summative assessments and ensure that teachers in the building 

are using a common methodology and philosophy when using IB assessment criteria.  These reviews 

will take place across grade and subject boundaries to ensure a continuity in application of the 

assessment criteria. 

 

Formative Assessments- MYP and DP teachers will engage in formative assessments over the 

course of each unit.  Formative assessments are designed to develop the knowledge and skills necessary 

for students to address the final summative assessment through a wide variety of different evaluations, 

both formal and informal.  Formative assessments also enable students, teachers and families to assess 

the effectiveness of everyone’s efforts and allow for reflection and improvement.  To this end, teachers 

return descriptive feedback, in a timely fashion, to enable everyone to use the formative assessments to 

guide the process of learning.  

 

Reporting of Results 
 

Over the course of the school year there will be different avenues for reporting on the results of 

assessments and student progress.  District policy requires teachers to assign letter grades A-E for each 



student at the end of each marking period to provide families with an overview of how each student is 

progressing in the subject.  The grades for each subject are determined by the following scale 

 

90-100%- A 

80-89%  -B 

70-79%   -C 

60-69%  -D 

0-59% -E 

 

By District Policy, each subject has a predetermined set of categories that must be averaged together to 

determine the marking period grade.   These categories are consistent for each subject across grade 

levels.   

 

At the midpoint of each marking period, all families will receive a progress report, listing all of the tasks 

assigned and the student’s results as they figure towards each marking period’s grade.  This is a more 

detailed listing of the students achievement on each task assigned in class up to that point, as opposed 

to the larger scale picture provided by the marking period letter grade.   

 

In addition to the Pittsburgh Public School grading reports in the above mentioned reporting devices, 

students will also receive MYP specific reports on their students’ progress.  At the end of every year, 

families will receive an MYP report card, showing how well students achieved on each individual MYP 

criteria evaluated assessments throughout the year and assigning them a final level of achievement on 

a scale of 1-7, based on their results on the MYP criteria assessed for each subject. The IBMYP report 

card will be produced through the Managebac system.   

 

Students and families will have online access to the district specific grades through an account with 

Pinnacle, the online grade-book, and will be able to access the results of MYP assessments through 

Managebac, and online IB organizational program. 

 

Homework 
Continuing to study and work outside of the school day is an integral part of learning.  Teachers at every 

grade level will assign homework to assist in student learning.  There is no set minimum or maximum 

amount of homework that is assigned over the course of the year.  Homework may consist of short 

assignments to be completed for the next day, or longer assignments that can take more time to 

complete.  As a general rule, students in the earlier grades will receive more structured support and 

scaffolding for their homework assignments, with the supports gradually removed as students progress 

through the grades and increase their skills and knowledge.   

 

Review of the Assessment Policy 
At the end of every school year, there will be an opportunity for the Obama community to reflect on and 

modify the Assessment Policy.  Information will be sent out to families and staff informing them of the 

review, a committee of interested individuals will be organized and proposed changes to the policy will 

be submitted to the Instructional Cabinet for final approval. 

 


